West Peoria News

WEST

PEORIA Published by the West Peoria Residents Association

COMMUNITY WIDE YARD SALE
Saturday, May 11

Sponsored by West Peoria
Resident’s Association

It's time for Spring cleaning! A time to get rid
of those unwanted and unused items in clos-
ets, basements and garages in preparation
for the annual West Peoria Yard Sale!

On Saturday, May 11th, the West Peoria Resi-
dents Association (WPRA) will sponsor their
annual Community Wide Yard Sale.

Signage will be posted throughout West Peoria
advertising the sale as well as additional infor-
mation on the Community facebook page.

Whether you are planning a sale at your
residence or joining friends to shop for
some special bargains,
we hope you will join
us for this annual
West Peoria event!

Rain date: Saturday,
May 18, 2024
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April - May, 2024

WEST PEORIA CLEAN UP DAY
Saturday, April 27
9:00 am - 3:00 p.m.

Deliver items to City Garage at
1322 N. Hillside

Items Accepted:
Auto Tires - Fee: $3
Truck Tires - Fee: $5
Expired medications, refrigerators, freezers,
washing machines, etc.

Electronic Items:
TV’s, VCR’s,Computers, Printers, Copiers,
Monitors, Radios, Cell Phones, etc.

Items NOT Accepted:
Food Garbage, Hazardous waste, Paints,
Varnishes, Oil, Cleaning Agents, Chemicals,
Antifreeze, Batteries, Yard Waste, Brush

Any questions, check the City website or call
City Hall, (309) 674-1993

NOTE: NO moving trucks/trailers or large
vehicles allowed

Proof of residency is required.

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS

Thursday, May 16, 2024
6:00 p.m. - City Hall

The City of West Peoria and the West Peoria Residents Association will host the
annual “State of the City Address” on May 16th.

Guest speakers will be Mayor James Dillon, City Administrator Kinga Krider, West Peoria Fire Chief Terry
Schadt, and John Walker, President of the West Peoria Lighting District. Their presentations will include a
review of 2023 activities and also focus on what 2024 will bring for the residents of West Peoria.

Mark your calendars to attend this informative meeting!



Meeting and Event Dates

All event dates listed in this issue are subject to change. Check the City of West Peoria

website, the West Peoria Community page on Facebook, or the Simplicity app.

Please note: All meetings are at City Hall unless otherwise noted.
*Township Building, 2516 West Rohmann

April

Wednesday, April 3
Finance 5:30 p.m.
Land Use 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 9
City Council 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 10
Neighborhood Watch 6:00 p.m.

Monday, April 15
Garden Club 7:00 p.m.*

Wednesday, April 17
Transportation 5:30 p.m.
Public Safety 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 23
Planning & Zoning 5:30 p.m.
City Council 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 25
Seniors Afternoon 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 27
Clean Up Day 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
City Maintenance Garage

May

Wednesdag, May 1
Finance 5:30 p.m.
Land Use 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 8
Neighborhood Watch 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 14
City Council 7:0 p.m.

Wednesday, May 15
Transportation 5:30 p.m.
Public Safety 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 16
State of the City Address 6:00 p.m.

Monday, May 20
Garden Club 7:00 p.m.*

Thursday, May 23
Seniors Afternoon 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 25
Memorial Day Service
(See website for details)

Monday, May 27
Memorial Day - Offices Closed

Tuesday, May 28
Planning & Zoning 5:30 p.m.
City Council 7:00 p.m.

"Old fashiow service withv av smile’
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-Since 1954-

2000 O Tuningitin Road
Wenter Hound
§:30am-6:00pm Wen-Sat
9:00am -5 :006m Sunday
We have milk, groceries, a full deli, and
ALL of your meat needs covered!

We can also cater your special event!
www.raberpacking.com/catering-parties

FOLLOW US ON ¢ Raber Packing Co.
5 Rober* :
Qf_) @RaberPackingCo

#rnboh

Serving the
Peoriavw avea
Since 1919

Freshv Produce Catering Bakery
Delicatessern

ChoiceMeaty  Delivery Sexvice
Sandwiches Entree divvnery Fruit baskety
Specialty foods Soups and Salads Hot foods
"Come and rediscover a Peoria tradition."
Haddad s West Peoria Mavket

2407 W. Rohwmuarwv Ave:, Call wy at: 309-674-0040

West Peoriw IL, 61604 www.haddadsmarket.com/
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Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




City News

The following information has been provided by
Kinga Krider, West Peoria City Administrator. If
you have any question regarding these topics
or any other concerns, please contact City Hall,
(309) 674-1993.

KEEPING OUR CITY CLEAN - A friendly reminder
with Spring comes an abundance of new growth.
Please be sure grass and weeds are kept mowed or
trimmed and out of the street, especially between
the curb and sidewalk, as well as the alley line and
behind fences and garages. Any vegetation over 9”
high violates the City Code.

YARD WASTE PICK-UP - With Spring comes
yard work! Yard waste pick up begins Friday, April
5th and will continue each Friday through Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

PET CARE - Please remember to be courteous to
your neighbors. With warmer weather, be sure to
clean up all animal wastes on your property within
24 hours. Also, if you are walking your pets, please
be sure to keep your pets on a leash and pick up
their feces. For the safety of all involved, animals
must be on leashes whenever they are off your
property or on leads if they are outside and not in
an enclosed areas.

PERMITS - Spring is a great time to tackle all
those outdoor home improvement projects that
have been on hold for the winter. Want to replace
or put up a new fence? Planning a new outdoor
patio/deck? Time to repair that sidewalk or drive-
way? Get the kids that swimming pool? Put up a
shed? Call or stop by City Hall, or visit the City
website for the proper paperwork for permit com-
pletion.

April 2024

GRANTS - Many people have been asking about
the grant programs the City has traditionally of-

fered. If approved by the City Council at its April
23rd meeting, the City will again offer the follow-
ing grants effective MAY 1ST.

e Residential Redevelopment Grant (RDG) Pro-
gram - outside improvement; sorry, fences are
not included.

e TIF Grant - outside improvement for people
in the TIF district. Residents should receive a
postcard in the mail.

e Security Grant - security cameras with record-
ing capabilities

e Paint Program - outside paint improvement

Applications will be available on our website and at
City Hall beginning Monday, May 1st. The grants
are available on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis until the funds are depleted. Please note
multiple changes have been implemented
this year. Be sure to read the applications
thoroughly!

City of West Peoria Resource Information

City Hall

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Phone: 309-674-1993

Email: office@cityofwestpeoria.com

Mayor James R. Dillon
mayor@cityofwestpeoria.com

City Administrator Kinga Krider
administrator@cityofwestpeoria.com

City Clerk Margie Barnes
city_clerk@cityofwestpeoria.com

Code Enforcement & Zoning Officer
Roma Wallace
code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




City News

NEW SIDEWALKS - Residents on the 2500-2600 block
of Laura Avenue and Downs Circle will be getting new
sidewalks this year upon approval. You, too, can get new
sidewalks for your block. For details, call City Hall (309)
674-1993, and we will gladly explain the process. The
deadline for new sidewalk requests is September 1st of
each year.

STREET MAINTENANCE - The City is also working on
determining streets that require sealcoating this year and
streets that need a little more work where mill and over-
lay is required. Watch our website for more information.

SLOW DOWN WEST PEORIA - Once again, the Peoria
County Sheriff’s Office has been kind enough to provide
“Slow Down"” signs. The signs are free and available at
City Hall while supplies last. If you would like one, stop by
City Hall, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. to pick one

up.

NO SOLICITATION! It is unlawful for any person or
organization to solicit any goods or services by going door
to door within the City of West Peoria. If you encounter
someone soliciting, please call the Peoria County Sheriff’s
non-emergency number (309) 672-6011. If permitted by
the City, it will be shared on the city website, Community
Facebook page, and the Simplicitiy App. The person or or-
ganization must have a license.

WEST PEORIA’S ANNUAL
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

Tentative plans are being made to honor our
veterans at memorial service on

Saturday, May 25th
10:00 a.m.
Franciscan Park

As the date approaches, please visit the City
website, Community Facebook page, or the
Simplicity app for more information.

April 2024

HORSESHOE BOTTOMS
By: Dave Pittman

Spring came early this year but native Illinois
plants remain cautious because they under-
stand our frequent weather changes. Most of
the oak trees in particular will be slow to show
any green. Many have survived in West Peoria
for over a hundred years. The Chinquapin oak
in St. Mary’s Cemetery may be 200 years

old, massive and sheltered on your left as you
drop down between the two cemetery levels.

On Saturday, May 11th, from 10:00 a.m.- 2:00
p.m., the fifth annual “Native Plant Sale” will be
held outside Haddad’s on Rohmann. There will
be over 60 different species of locally grown
native plants for sale. This is the primary fun-
draiser for Friends of Rocky Glen. We hope you
will stop by to visit our sale!

The Horseshoe Bottoms hikes and workdays
continue monthly, April 6, May 4, and June 1,
meeting at 9:00 a.m. at the far west end of
St. Mary’s Cemetery. The April hike will feature
our West Peoria neighbor Nicole Klinge leading
a medicinal plant walk. Dogs on leashes are
welcome. Please dress appropriately for pos-
sible muddy conditions. Liability waivers

are required. Call David Pittman (309-573-
2354) to confirm events.

Rocky Glen Park workdays will be April 7, May
5, and June 2. Volunteers meet at 9:00 a.m.
at the Rocky Glen parking lot for 2-3 hours of
work.

FORG is an all volunteer non-profit with a goal
of promoting the health and recreational value
of the Kickapoo Creek watershed. Our educa-
tional programs include work with the Peoria
Public Schools, private schools, and other non-
profit groups. Volunteers alwayswelcome! Call
or contact us via our website (www.friendso-
frockyglen.org) for more information.

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around the Town

CITYLINK CELEBRATES
PASSENGER APPRECIATION
DAY WITH FREE RIDES!

On Friday, April 19th, CityLink will celebrate
its 15th Annual Passenger Appreciation Day
to honor Jerome Lilly by providing free

rides to passengers all day on CityLink fixed
route buses, CityLift paratransit vehicles and
CountyLink rural transportation vehicles. A
free giveaway will be available for passengers
who stop by the Transit Center lobby between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on April 19th. Pas-
sengers on CityLift and CountyLink will be
given the giveaway items when they ride
those services that day. The giveaway items
will be available while supplies last.

KARTVILLE

NOW OPEN
919 Swords Ave., Peoria, II. 676-3628

Go Carts * Batting Cages * Dune Buggies * Mini Golf
Present this ad to receive 1 FREE RIDE

One coupon per person per visit

YOUR REAL

Living and Working in West Peoria Since 2018

o Roofing (asphalt, metal flat, etc)
o Gutters

o Interior/Exterior Painting

e Siding

o  More!

CALL or TEKT us for your FREE INSPECTION today!

309-567-8236

Licensed | Bonded | Insured | BBB A+

~ KW\
< e
Www.jgroofingco.com
Lic# 104.018337

JG
ROOFING

April 2024

SAVE THE DATE!
5th ANNUAL WEST PEORIA
GOLF CLASSIC

Saturday, October 12, 2024

All proceeds to the West Peoria
Fire Department

For more details, go to website:
golfeventsguy.com

(If you would like to be a part of the
planning committee for this annual
event, contact:
Zak Edmonds - 309-303-3882)

Check Out Our Website!

www.cityofwestpeoria.com

Newsletter Advertising

Contact: Sharon Kennedy
(309) 208-7849

Residential and Commercial
No job too big or small.

= Specializing in interior/exterior,
/  repaints, louver doors, and frim

_L Christopher Baker
941-408-3153 Owner/Operator

crs8ball@gmail.com
West Peoria, lllinois

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around The Town

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

By: Maggie Moore & April Silver,
Co-Coordinators

Hope your Spring is off to a good start!

The February meeting was packed with valuable
information and we wanted to share some high-
lights. “"All About Cards and Keeping Your Money
Safe” was the topic for the meeting and April
Smith, CEFCU’s Automated Services Manager,
shared her knowledge of debit and credit card
technology. We learned all about the difference
between magnetic stripe and EMV chip cards and
even watched a video showing how to avoid card
skimmers! After answering questions, April fin-
ished the evening with helpful tips on why tap-to-
pay is safer than swiping your card.

In March, Becky Spencer, Director of Peoria Coun-
ty Animal Protection Services, joined us for a chat!
She filled us in on the fantastic services PCAPS
offers and answered questions about handling un-
leashed pets and encounters with wildlife
(especially stinky skunks!).

Save the dates! Our next Neighborhood Watch
meetings are April 10th and May 8th at 6:00 p.m.
at West Peoria City Hall. These meetings are a
fantastic way to learn valuable safety tips, connect
with your neighbors, and work together to make
our community strong and safer.

For any questions, submit ideas for future meet-
ings, or simply want to chat, don’t hesitate to
contact Maggie or April (309)369-2104 or email at
westpeorianeighborhoodwatch@gmail.com.

"RIVER cnv FAMILY

Morgan R Renner%/—

www.rivercityfamilydentistry.com

2024 W Rohmann Ave
Peoria, IL 61604

309-692-5863

= -

April 2024

info@rivercityfamilydentistry.com

SENIORS AFTERNOON

Hosted by April Silver & Maggie Moore

Calling all active seniors! Seeking an afternoon of en-
gaging activities and friendly faces? Look no further than
Seniors Afternoon, hosted by your Neighborhood Watch
co-coordinators! These monthly gatherings are held
every fourth Thursday at 1:00 p.m. at City Hall and offer
a vibrant space to connect with fellow residents, learn
something new, and celebrate your golden years.

In March, our program featured Aimee Shinall, Victim
Services Officer from the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office.
She led an inspiring art program called Scribl. The class
titled “Story Shoes” encouraged participants to express
themselves freely through art, fostering personal con-
nections and group interaction.

Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 25th for a fun
afternoon of Bingo and on Thursday, May 23rd, a de-
lightful afternoon of “Reminiscing & Sharing”. For the
May meeting, participants are asked to bring a cherished
photo or object with a special memory and be prepared
to share its story with the group. To add a touch of play-
ful competition, we'll also have some ‘Trivia Time” fun!

Seniors Afternoon is more than just organized activi-
ties; it's about fostering new friendships, engaging in
meaningful conversation, and enjoying the community
spirit. Save the dates and join the fun and vibrant en-
ergy of Seniors Afternoon!

TRASH BAG SALES

Members of Boy Scout Troop 11 are again
selling 30 gallon trash bags. A box of 100
costs $25.00 If you have not been contacted
by a Scout and would like to purchase a box
of trash bags, please contact Bob DeSutter,
309-369-8078.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the
Scout fundraisers!

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around The Town

JOE MENKE ACHIEVES EAGLE SCOUT

G~

At a Court of Honor on January 28th, Joe Menke
became the 77th Eagle Scout from Boy Scout Pack
11 to attain this achievement. Currently a senior at
Peoria Notre Dame High School, Joe is the son of
Mary and Mike Menke. For his Eagle Scout project,
Joe relandscaped the area around the flag pole and
sign at the Elks Club on Martin Luther King Avenue.

West Peoria has a rich history of scouting. Boy Scout
Troop 11 has been located in West Peoria since 1941
and the first Eagle Scout was honored in 1943. A
special ‘thank you’ to the leadership of Troop 11

for their ongoing support and dedication in assist-
ing these young men to achieve the honor of Eagle
Scout.

Congratulations and best wishes, Joe!

Great Food, Darts & Gaming

L2
S

stPéoria Orlglnal since 1938

Open every day 11 am - 2 am
Kitchen closed Monday, Tacos only Tuesday

April 2024

Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans

Morgan Stanley

Jesse Hall CFP®

Financial Advisor

401 Main Street, Suite 1000
Peoria, IL 61602

+1309 671-2885
Jesse.Hall@morganstanley.com
https://advisor.morganstanley.com/
the-grandview-capital-group
NMLS# 2381045

© 2023 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
CRC 5709241 06/23

TARTAN INN

Frivate Gaming - Dive Bar-Live Music

Check out our NEW
3 o
Private Gaming Room

i Every Team Every Sunday
Food Trucks on Sundays

To&=" 5o you never miss the game.

LIVE MUSIC

EVERY THURSDAY DIFFERENT
LOCAL ARTIST

EVERY SUNDAY OPEN MIC
WITH ROY PONCE

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around The Town

CUB SCOUT ANNUAL BLUE &
GOLD DINNER

Major Tire Brands

Balancing Tire Repairs » Batteries

[Fermmingeen [Rel, TR

LOTS OF NEW & USED TIRES IN STOCK

3211 W. Farmington Rd.
Shop located behind the gray house 309-453-8086

Cub scouts, parents and grandparents gathered for
the annual "Blue and Gold” dinner on February 24th.
Scouts received many individual awards for their
hard work on many projects. It was a fun night high-
lighted by the traditional ‘cake auction” with some
very talented bakers showing their creativity. The
fun and excitement escalated as the price of cakes
rose higher and higher, with all proceeds going

to the Cub Scout troop!

Abe’s Self Storage

Buddy Baker

3333 W. Rohmann Ave.
West Peoria, IL. 61604
309.370.5943

Big or small, we store it all!
Open 7 days/wk 24 hour access * Lighted grounds « Video security

Robin Gathers

Piano Instructor/Vocal Coach 9
roxelle1@gmail.com
Phone: 309-253-1741 J
Studio: 309-692-0854 Automotive Service

Rob Stecher

1006 W. Main St. Phone: (309) 673-5337
Peoria, IL 61606 Fax: (309) 673-7553
www.stechersautomotive.com

April 2024 Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around the Town

POST LIGHT REBATE AVAILABLE

Proper lighting is a known deterrent to residential
burglary. To assist in that endeavor, residents are
reminded a rebate is offered for residents meeting
the required eligibility requirements for the instal-
lation of a post light in the front yard of a
residence.

Rebate forms, including the guidelines for this
rebate, are available at City Hall. For questions or
further information, please contact John Walker,
President of the West Peoria Lighting District,
(309)453-1490.

The Tho
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Great Food & Drink Specials

Pool, Darts, Gaming , and
Heated Beer Garden

&
o

Lunch specials 11-2 Breakfast 7-11
Monday - Friday Saturday & Sunday

2411 W Farmington Road
309-637-4722
Open daily 10:00 am - 2:00 am
www.trolleypeoria.com

Soulful Odyssey

Travel ~ Connect ~ Explore
Remove the stress of planning a vacation, and
contact your local Peoria travel agency.

© womn

www.soulfulodyssey.com
O | arpmms -
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Todd’s Touch

For All Your Lawncare Needs

£

Fertilizing, Aerating, Mowing
Gutter Cleaning & Snow Removal
Specializing in Peoria Area
Free Estimates

TODD SWALVE
Cell (309) 657-0995

Discounts for Seniors

Mondays Spm Q&=

SMPPOVE Your Local VO@S‘,
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Around The Town

4TH OF JULY PARADE PLANS RUGBY IN WEST PEORIA
ARE UNDERWAY! :

The 52nd annual 4th of July parade is just around
the corner! As always, volunteers are needed to
help in a variety of ways! If you are interested in
helping this year, please contact City Hall at (309)
674-1993 to acquire more information. Come join
the fun!

Residents are also invited to submit hominations
for a Grand Marshal to lead the 2024 parade.
Each year West Peoria honors a person who has
had an impact on the community through social
work, public service, or volunteer work. Anyone
wishing to nominate a particular person should
write a short letter explaining his or her choice.
Please include contact information. Submissions - e i
can be sent via email to mayor@cityofwestpeoria. club has been influential in starting several youth
com or dropped off at City Hall to the attention of rugby programs in the area.

“Grand Marshal Nomination”.

In 2010, the Peoria Rugby Club moved their home
to the Catholic Charities property at the end of
Heading Avenue. Over the last decade, rugby has
become quite popular across the country and the

The “Piggies” upcoming schedule:
April 6 - Home Jamboree - 10:30 a.m.
April 13 - Rockford vs. Peoria - 1:00 p.m.

UPM serves as a central hub for small businesses, offering a . .
diverse range of products and services. April 27 - Peoria at Dubuque - 1:00 p.m.

UPGRADED MINDSETZ May 11 - Peoria at Quad Cities - 1:00 p.m.

P 1 Transf ion/Entrep ial Develop Coach . .

~ May 18 - Rowdies Rugby vs. Peoria & Old Boys -

| UNIQUELY FLAWLESS BY SHARRY
Li d C logist Specializing in Lash/Brow Enhancements 12:00 p.m.
TRU TREASURES Learn More about UPM:

A (s Qreanic Halr and Skin Care Products smmspmmielle®  Club members invite West Peoria residents to bring
2104 W MOSS AVE © UPMsuresILogmail.com A lA@wn chair and watch a home game at the Heading
WEST PEORIA, IL 61604 @ UPM Suites LLC Avenue site!

FARMINGTON
FOOD & LIQUOR

2100 W Farmington Road
309-715-3324
Open daily 9:30 am - 1:00 am

309.676.4021
2801 W. Farmington Road
W. Peoria, lllinois 61604

April 2024 Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




WPRA

MEMORIAL DAY

The actual Memorial Day holiday will occur on
Monday, May 27th. Originally known as ‘Deco-
ration Day’, it originated in the years following
the Civil War and became a federal holiday in
1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day
by visiting memorial sites or cemeteries, and
place flags or flowers on the graves of fallen
soldiers.

Traditionally observed on the last Monday in
May, Memorial Day also marks a 3-day holiday
weekend and the unofficial start of summer.

Whatever your plans for the Memorial Day
weekend, take a moment to remember our
veterans and fallen soldiers.

WALK THE WARDS!

Volunteers are needed!! The first ‘Walk the
Wards’ effort of the year will be on Saturday,
May 18th. Come join your City officials to help

pick up/clean up trash throughout the city.

Meet at City Hall at 9:00 a.m. for coffee and

Saturday, May 18, 2024
9:00 a.m. - City Hall

/A

donuts, and clean up supplies will be provided!

April 2024

GARDEN CLUB

By:Priscilla Peterson

Spring brings change to our gardens! The
Spring flowers are beginning to sprout and
it's a perfect time to transplant those fall
blooming plants. Mums and asters are good
candidates to move to a new location if you
are desiring something different in your gar-
den.

The West Peoria Garden Club members will
meet on Monday, April 15th, and the topic
will be “"Gothic Garden Designs”. At the May
20th meeting, the presentation will be on
“"Wellness Gardens’. Anyone interested in
gardening is invited to join the group on the
third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the former Township Building on Rohmann.
Contact Donna Schwab, (309) 256-8233, for
further information.

SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOME-
THING!

The Peoria County Sheriff’'s Community of-
ficers would like to remind residents to make
sure parked cars are locked and be alert to
anything suspicious in your neighborhood.
We want 2024 to be a safe year for all of our
residents. If you see anything suspicious,
please don’t hesitate to contact the Peoria
County Sheriff’s office at the non-emergency
contact: (309) 672-6011.

“Thank you” to our Community Officers for
their work in helping to keep our community
safe - 7 days a week, 24 hours a day!

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around The Town

PRLC CELEBRATES ONE YEAR

IN WEST PEORIA
By: By: Teresa VonRohr, Principal
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Peoria Regional Learning Center (PRLC) is
delighted to send this special message on
the occasion of our organization’s one year
anniversary. January marked Peoria Regional
Learning Center’s one year anniversary at
the Peoria Park District’s Franciscan Recre-
ation Complex in West Peoria. As such, it is
a time to reflect on our achievements and
express our gratitude for the support and
collaboration of our West Peoria and Peoria
Park District community. PRLC very much
appreciates both communities’ commitment
to our students, parents, and staff. Your
contributions and donations have been in-
strumental in our progress and success. The
communities’ continuous outreach, support,
and generosity have paved the way for our
achievements in serving our students. We
look forward to many years working togeth-
er as we build a strong foundation for the
future.

PRLC provided The Expressive Arts Therapy
Project, respecting the individual’s prefer-
ences for self-expression, personal respon-
sibility within participation as determined by
their culture, worldviews, and values, during
a 4 week art session for all students. PRLC
was thrilled and very grateful to have Whit-
ney Johnson, Affiliate Instructor of Art &
Design, and Susanne Nestory, Instructor of
Art at Bradley University, as our lead instruc-
tors and guides for our students during these
sessions.

April 2024

Students were encouraged to design art from
their inner perspective in order to convey
their right, responsibility, and safety in allow-
ing them to control how and what they com-
municate.

As arts in all forms is an area in which many
of our students often request, the project
met the needs of all students, experienced or
not, through artistic expression. Many of the
students have produced work that will be en-
tered as part of their art portfolios and be on
display at the GMB Arts in Education at the
courthouse this spring.

On Friday, February 9, ROE 48 hosted a Com-
munity Symposium at the Community Foun-
dation of Central Illinois from 11am-2:30pm.

Over 90 school administrators, community
leaders, students, and ROE 48 staff came
together to establish connections within the
community, hear the needs of Peoria schools
and the greater community, and develop
actions to grow, align, and further develop
services based upon the information collected
through the table top discussions.

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




WPRA

WEST PEORIA FIRE
DEPARTMENT NEWS
By: Fire Chief Terry Schadt

THANK YOU!

Recently the West Peoria Fire Department
submitted to the citizens of West Peoria two
referendums for a tax increase to assist our
Fire Department and ambulance service.

The Friends for West Peoria Fire Department
group did a lot of work collecting donations
for signs and handing out flyers to help sup-
port the Fire Department’s efforts. At the
Primary Election on March 19th, the residents
of West Peoria voted to help us and the refer-
endums passed.

The Trustees and members of the West Peo-
ria Fire Department would like to thank the
Friends of West Peoria Fire Department and
the residents for your support in passing
these referendums. West Peoria would not be
where it is today without YOUR support.

Again, “thank you” for your support as we

strive to continue to meet the ongoing needs
of the West Peoria community.

April 2024

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

In January, the Fire Department responded to
70 emergency calls and 65 calls in February.

We would like to thank everyone who sup-
ported the Sandwich Days in 2023. Sandwich
Days will start up again in April or May so
watch for the signs! A special ‘thank you’ to
the Owl’s Nest for their support in allowing us
to have this fundraiser.

Cash Ladder continues every Monday night
from 5:30-8:00 p.m. at the Owl’s Nest. By
supporting cash ladder, the proceeds aid in
the purchase of irefighting equipment for the
fire department. Thank you to the generous
support of West Peoria, Peoria County, and
City of Peoria citizens who support Cash Lad-
der!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Volunteers are still needed for the fire de-
partment and ambulance services.

The West Peoria Fire Department has taken
great pride in serving West Peoria for 84
years. By having the fire department, it re-
duces your taxes, gives you pride that you
are helping your neighbor, and gives you a
fulfillment of providing a needed service to
someone in need.

Need more information or questions an-
swered? Contact Chief Schadt at the Fire
House (309) 674-6615.

Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!




Around The Town

REMODELING CONTINUES FOR
TRILLIUM PLACE YOUNG
MINDS CENTER

An affiliate of Carle Health, the center is to
be known as the Trillium Place Young Minds
Center. Located on the former Heddington
Oaks property on Heading Avenue, remodel-
ing continues on this State of the Art center
where children and their families can receive
affordable, convenient, and quality inpatient
and outpatient treatment services.

It will be the area’s first intensive inpatient
and outpatient center for youth mental health
services. The facility aims to improve out-
comes for specialized needs, including autism
and addiction.

For more information, go to the website:
youngmindsproject.org

SHOP LOCAL

Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Graduation,
Spring home improvements....whatever the
occasion, whatever the project....Shop West
Peoria!

The West Peoria businesses will be happy to
serve you!

April 2024

Living is Best...

ST. PATRICK’S DAY A
SUCCESSFUL EVENT!

The second annual West Side St. Patrick’s
Day parade was claimeda successful event by
all! The West Peoria Fire Department led the
parade participants from Bradley Park down
Farmington Road to Raber Packing Com-
pany. With many entries of cars, trucks, and
floats....and despite the brisk March weath-
er...parade participants were all smiles in the
fun event!

Congratulations to Kinga Krider, City Adminis-
trator, who was named the Grand Marshall of
the parade this year!

This event was sponsored by West Peoria
C.0.R.E.S.(Commercial Owners of Retail, En-
tertainment & Services).

UPCOMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE!

April 19th
Citylink Passenger Appreciation

April 27th
West Peoria Clean Up Day

May 11th
Community Yard Sale
Horseshoe Bottoms Plant Sale

May 18th
Walk The Wards

May 25th
Memorial Day Service

May 27th
Memorial Day Holiday

to the West of Peoria!




WPRA

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

I hope the residents of West Peoria enjoyed a nice Easter weekend and all the grade school, high school,
and college students have enjoyed their Spring break!

Unfortunately, our plans for an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of West Peoria was cancelled this year.
However, the Residents Association is planning to return this activity to our calendar of events for next
year!

Spring has arrived and I am sure we are all looking forward to being outdoors and enjoying warmer
weather. Whether working in our yards, attending family or community events, our calendars will quickly
fill up with activities to attend! And don't forget the community activities that are mentioned in our
newsletter!

We extend “congratulations” to the West Peoria Fire Department on the successful passage of their two
referendums. We appreciate their dedication and service to our community!

If you are not a member of the West Peoria Residents Association (WPRA), we invite you to join. It's
because of member support that we are able to continue to provide this newsletter and community
programs. Volunteers on our WPRA Board are needed. If you are interested in joining the WPRA Board,
please contact me.

Nicholas Baker, President

2024 WPRA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name:

Address:

Phone: E-Mail:

Membership: $20/person

Additional Donation: General Fund West Peoria News American Flags
Events/Holidays
Make Checks Payable to: WPRA

Mail to: WPRA ATTN: Treasurer
2506 West Rohmann, West Peoria, IL 61604

WPRA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization

April 2024 Living is Best...to the West of Peoria!
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